Heredity*
If doctors had time to preach sermons, there can be little doubt that they would insist strenuously on the wider recognition of the fundamental doctrine that underlies and directs all evolution, human, and otherwise, the law of heredity. They would teach that '' the sins of the fathers are visited on the children," not in the angry vindictiveness of an irresponsible deity, but in the inevitable process of the law of generation. That law is, to a great extent, a mystery. The most unimaginative physiologist must sometimes be struck with wonder when he reflects that in the embryonic vesicle, formed by the union of two simple cells, lies in posse all the powers and passions, the merits and defects, the beauty or deformity of the parents. In no human being do we ever see the perfect combination of the qualities of both father and mother ; the influence of one or other always preponderates, but that of the other is latent, as may be inferred from the fact that at one period of life a child may resemble its father, while at another the mother's characteristics come to the front. The "family likeness " of which we speak so lightly, extending as it does so far beyond form and feature, is one of the greatest mysteries in creation, and makes anyone who reflects on the subject feel at once an awful helplessness in face of the frequent contest of inherited tendencies that goes on in every fibre of his being, and an intense determination to guide these tendencies in such a fashion that it shall not be the worst of them that will descend unimpaired or strengthened to unborn generations. We recall the case of two brothers, in whom a hereditary tendency to tubercular disease appeared in the form of atavism. They themselves were free from it, but their mother had died of consumption, and the taint appeared again in the children of each. After losing one child, the elder brother, wise in time, removed his whole family to Australia, where their health has steadily improved. The other remained at home, and now, of seven children, only one daughter survives, and her health is a constant cause of anxiety. The diseases which have carried off the others have not all been the same, but they may all be traced to the tubercular diathesis, modified to different forms by age, sex, and circumstances of life.
It is indeed rather rash to say that any one disease is strictly hereditary. It is rather the predisposition than the ailment that is inherited, and this comes out in different forms, according as the individual is exposed to infection in youth, manhood, or maturer age. 
